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lately fer foorth by the French King, 
concerning the prohibition and puniſh- 
ment of-{ingle and priuate 
Combatrs, 


© --| - 5 
Publiſhed there in the Parlament, Junt 27. 1609. 
'Andfirſt printed at Poidtiers by 1ohn of Marneff the. 


Kings Printer, 1609, with his Maieſties 
| Priuilege or Licence, * 


9 Newh rrafatedont of French. by > Je I 
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RSS} ENRY bythegrace of God King of 
Hy WEL 97 FRANCE and NavaRRs: Toallhis 
N { 528 Fl Subicas greeting, The Kings ourpre-. 
Ex fd deceſſours,and Ve, have made diuers 
Ordinances & Statutes for the reſtrai- . 
OI——- ning and aboliſhing of the too com- , 
' mon and familiar vſe of duels and ſingle combats in this / 
ourkingdome. Mooued, as moſt Chriſtian Kings, with 
our dutie,and the diſcharge of our conſciences towards 
God: and as louing and gentle Fathers, with the gene- 
rall ſafety and welfare of all our Subie&s : as likewiſe 
with the care VVe haue of the preſeruation of our So. 
raigne authoritie, greatlyg,offended and endammaged 
by the diſordered and roo much wvnbridled licence of 
thoſe aforeſaid combats. To this end haue Ve,by our 
Edi&t,datedin Aprill the yeere of our Lord 1602. and 
made by the conſent and aduice ofal the Princes of our 
blood, the Officers of our Crowne, and others of our 
Counſell which were then about Vs, declaced all ſuch,” 
as ynder a pretence of drawing fatisfaQtion from any 
man for a pretended wrong, ſhall either challenge, or 
cauſe him to be challenged, guiltic of high treaſon, and 
withall ordained they ſhall bee puniſhed accordingly : 
as likewiſe ſuch as ſhall anſwer any ſuch challenge, or 
aſſiſt & ſecond ſuch as doe, _ expreſle prohibitions 
2 | 'to 


| | 2 2 
ro all our Officers, of what place & qualitie ſoever, not 
ro diſpenſe with ſuch as are guilty of the paine preſcri. 
bed by the lawes of our kingdoiae againſt the Crimi. 
nals of interefſed Maieſtie, or high treaſon, nor to mo. 
derate the ſame,vpon any conſideration. Hoping that 
the gricuouſneſle and terrour of the ſaid painewill bea 
meanes to repreſle the libertie and deteſtable cuſtome 
of thoſe aforeſaid combats. Bur fo farre are Ve from 
obtaining what Wee ſo laudably deſire, that, to our 
great griefe, and the nolefle contempt of Gods Com- 
mandements and our owne, theſe ſingle duels or com- 
bars haue ſince beenefarre more frequent then before, 
W hich we haue obſerued principally to proceed from a 
falſe, erroneous.and long conceiued opinion,too deep- 
lie rooted in the hearts of our Nobilitie, who haue al- 
waics had their honour in greater eſtimation then their 
lives, That they ought notto demid or ſeek forany ſatif- 
faction of recciued wrongs, but only by armes, without . 
diſparaging their reputation, and jncurring ſome note 
of cowardly baſenefle,bur ſpecially in thoſe caſes,which 
\they imagine cannot bee ſufficiently repaired but by 
armes, Notwithſtanding that VVe, to free them from 
this ſcruple and pretext, haue by our foreſaid Edit 
beene willing to charge our ſelues with whatſocuer 
might bee objected in this regard againſt thoſe that 
. ſhould ſubmit and range themſclues ro the obedience 
and obſeruance thereof. Moreover, many as malicious, 
as raſh, not well informed of what heauy cenſure and 
iudgement Ve do cftecme ſuch actions worthy, doe of- 
ren times onſet [457 9a engage and precipitate them- 
ſeluestheceinro, to the no lefle endangering of theit 


foules, then of their bodies, thinking to increaſe heere- 
by their reputation, and togetthe itart and _— 
M4» | n 


3 
of others. Howbeir, in effe& they bee direQly contrarie 
to true and ſolid honour,no way beſeeming atrue Chri- 
ſtian, and altogether diſpleaſing vnato Vs. Sothat from 
Vs they are to hope heereby for ſo little fauor, that We 
deteſt the vſc of the, as Ve do thoſe that praQtiſe them, 
as 4morethen brutiſh madneſle, Being willing there- 
forenow laſtly ro make cleere and manifeſt the falſe con- 
ceit of thoſe that build ſuch opinions vpon ſo dange- 


* rous and deceitfull foundations; andbythe ſame means 
prouide(as much as in Vs lieth)for the diſaſtrous ingon- | 


ueniences which are daily bred of the boundleſſe ouer- 
flow of this aboue ſaid libertic : as experience teacherh 


Vs,chat ſometimes it is neceſfarie, for the better welfare 


of the Common-wealth, to alter and change the lawes, 
and to accommodate them to ſuch accidents as newlie 
happen, to make them the more profitable : Wee like= 
wile haue thought it requiſite, by. the aduice of the ſaid 
Princes of our blood, Officers of our Crowne, and 0- 
ther great and honourable perſons neere vato vs, who 


| by ourexpreſſe command haue often aſlembled them- 


ſelues together about this ſubie&, to adde to thoſe 
preceding Statutes and Decrees made by our Predeceſ- 
ſours, and by Vs, againſt the ſaid combats (without re- 
uoking or difanulling them in any thing ) this preſent 
Ordinance. VV hich VVe will and command to be kept, 
and inutolably obſcrued of all ſorts of perſons, of what 
«ſtate or condition ſocuer they be, Giuing them all ex» 
preſſe prohibitions to this end : As likewiſe to the 
' Queene our deare andbeſt beloned Aflociate, & ro all 
theſaid Princes of our blood, other Princes, andtoour 
principall and ſpeciall Officers & Seruants,not ro make 


any petition, requeſt, or ſupplication vnto vs contrarie 


heereunto, vpon paine of our diſpleaſure. Proteſting 
| | 3 and 
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and ſwearing by the living God, neuer to grant any 
grace or pardon, that may derogate from this preſent 
Ordinance, nor euer to diſpenſe with any man from the 


Paines and puniſhments thereby preſcribed, in fauour 
orconſideration of any whoſocuer, nor for any cauſe, 


pretenſes, or reſpects, that may be taken, propounded, 


and alleged, whatſocuer, 
I 


Firſt of all, Weenioineall our foFeſaid Subie&ts, of 


what eſtate or condition ſocuer they be, to line heereat- 


ter in peace, vnity, and concord, without offending, 
wronging, contemaing, or prouoking one another to 
hatred and enmitie, vpon paine of incurring our incig- 


nation, & ſuffring withall ſofne exemplary puniſhment. 


| Wee command that they honour and reſpect ſuch 
. perſons asby birth, and by reaſon of thoſe offices and 


dignitics wherewith our ſeife haue furniſhed them, Cce- 
ſcrue to be diſtinguiſhed from other, as We vnderſtand 


they are : andthat ſuch as ſhall faile in this their du» | 


tic and reſpeR, be puniſhed according to the qualiticof 


the perſon whom they hauc offended. 
| IH - 


The ſaid perſons of qualitic ſhall likewiſe abſtain from 
. offending others, wherby to compell them to loole the * 


reſpe&t which is due vato them, And where they ſhall 


ſo doe, ſhall be boundto ſatisfie as ſhall bee appointed. 


IV 
All differences that ſhall happen amongſt our ſub- 


' jects, and whereof the examination and deciſion may 


and oughtto be performed by iuſtice,ſhall be ended and 
voided by the ordinary couries of law eſtabliſhed in our 


kingdome. And Ve fortid the parties to frame any 
7 7 - quarre)l 
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," 3 
quarrell thereon, vponpaine to him thatſhall attempr 
ic, of the ytrer loflc of the thing in queſtion, whichnow 
from this preſent we will adiudge to his aduerſe pattie, 
” \\g \ 


And foraſmuch as through the indiſcretion and nia. 
lice of ſome, others ſometimes endure ſuch grieuous 
outrages, that they thinke it impoſſible to draw any a- 
mends from them which may ſatisfie them in their ho- 
nour, bur by way of armes; which being interdictedand 


| forbidden by our faid Edicts, they either ſecke itthem- 


ſelues, or praQiiſe it by their friends, and exerciſe it dai- 
lie, to the great cpntempt of our Lawes and our Autho- 
ritiefrom whence thoſe diſorders,and ſo frequent mur- 
ders, which at this preſent wee will repreſle, doe ariſe ; 
Wee haue iudged it neceſlaric, for che preuenting of 
more perillous accidents, to permit,as by theſe preſents 
We permit all and euery perſon, that ſhall thinke him- 
{elte offended by another in his honour and reputation, 
to complaine to Vs, or to our deare and beſt beloued 
colins , the- Conſtable and Marſhals of Frarce, and to 
demand either of Vs, or them,the Combar;which ſhall 
be granted them by Vs, according as Ve ſhall thinke it 
expedient for their honour. | . 
VI 

Such as are in our Prouinces,may addreſle themſelues 
tothe Gonernoucrs of them, and in their abſence, to qur 
Lieutenants Generall ; and in default of them, to the 
Gouernours or Lieutenanrs Generall of the Prouinces 
next ad1oining, ro ſhew their grieuances to them, and 
tocemand of chem the ſaid Combat, Which Gouer- 
nours or Licutenants Generall ſhall decide rhe ſaid dif- 
terences, ifit may be-done, And itthey bee of thatna- 
ture, that they cannot bee ended but by Combat, ny 
ail 
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ſhall giue vsnorice of it, that they may recciue & cauſe 


to be put in execution our commandement thereupon, 
VII 
The partie offending ſhall bee bound to appeare be. 


: fore Vs, or the ſaid Conſtable and Marſhals of Frapce, 


as before the ſaid Gouernors or Lieurenants Generall 
in forme aboue ſaid, when hee ſhall bee called cither by 
Vs or them, when our command'or theirs ſhall haue 
beene ſignified eicher to himſelfe in perſon, or at his 
houſe two ſeuerall times,with the complaint of the par- 
tic gricued : And the requeſt of the combat which hee 
ſhall haue made; whereto if hee be wanting, it ſhall bee 
chen rejourned tor three daies. Andnot appearing, he 
ſhall be ſuſpended for his diſobedience from his honor, 
þe made vncapable of bearing any armes, and turned 0- 
uer to the Iudges of our Courts of Parlament, eueric 
oneaccording to hisabode, to be puniſhed as refrafta- 
ric toour ordinances and decrees. Vhich Courts We 


. enioine to doe their dutic heerein. 


+ YVIIL 
If one of the ſaid parties haue iuſt occaſion to refuſe 
the ſoreſaid Indges, to whom they are appointed to 


preſent their complaints, hee ſhall hauerccourſe to Vs, _ 


and We willſeeto ir. .But if the cauſes of ſuch refuſal 
be found light and friuolous,and vnworthy 11ſome ſort 
to be accepted, hee ſhall be turned ouer with blame to 
the ſaid Iudges, whoſhall diſpoſe of it as they think beſt. 
I'X 

- Hee that ſhall aske the combat, and bee iudged not 
receiueable, as having taken offenſe too lightly , and 
vypon {mall occafion,'thall be ſentbacke with ſhame. 


The Artewptor that ſhall hauc offced wrong vnto a* 
& 


x ..... 


| + 

another,ſo as to * mms his honour, ſhall be depriued 
for the ſpace of fix yecres, of all ſuch Charges, Honors, 
Ticles,Offices, Dignirties, & Penſions, as he is poffefſed 
with, and not be reeſtabliſhed in them during the ſaid 
time, nor after, valeſſc hee ſhallhaue asked+pardon of 
Vs, and fatisfied the partie in ſuch manner as ſhall haue 
beene determined,and withal receiued from V'snew or- 
ders, and declaration of our will for his rcentring into 
the ſaid Charges. 

To XI | 

He that ſhall haue no Office,Charge,Dignity,or Pen- 
fion, ſhall loſe the third part of the annuall reuenue of 
allſuch goods as he enioieth. VVhich thirds (ball be le- 
uied by way of preference to all charges, debts, and ob- 
ligations whatſocuer, and emploied to ſuch vie as We 
ſhall afterwards declare. And hee whole faid thirds 
ſhall amountro leſſe then two hundred pounds, or that 
ſhall haue noneat all, ſhall bee kept in priſon the ſpace 
of two whole yeeres, whereſocuer Ve ſhall appoint. 

XII 


Whoſoeuer ſhall challenge any man the fieldinthe' 


behalfe of another, or certifie the Challenge; or bee the. 
bearer ofany diſhonourable ſpeech, ſhall for euer bee 
degraded from his gentrie, depriyed of armes, bee kepr 
in perpetuall priſon, or be-puniſh2d with ſome: infa- 
mous death, according as ſhall by Vs or by the foreſaid 
Iudges be ordained. Befides, he ſhall forfer for euer the 


halte of his goods, as well mooueable as immooueable. 


XIII 
He thateſteeming himſelfe off:nded,ſhall challenge 


the combat for himtelfe, not hauing formerly deman- | 


ded leaue, as is heere enioined him, ſhall bee depriued 
irom ener being able to. make his party good by armes 
ET 8 with 


f 


. on oramends forwhatſocuer iniuric he ſhall pretend to 

- have received. And it he that ſhall haue beene challen- 
ged by him, ſhall giue Vs, or our foreſaid Coins, the 
Conſtable and Marſhals of France, or aticaſt the ſaid 
Gouernours and our Lieutenants Generall,notice ther- 


of as We appoint thE to do,the Charge,Office, or Pen. . 


ſion, which the ſaid challenger enioieth, ſhall be giuen, 
as fron hencefoorth VVe ordaine, to the partic chal- 
lenged, if hee bee a man of qualitie, and fit to hold the 
| ſaid Charges : but if he thatis challenged, repaireto the 
place appointed, or doth any thing tending to this end, 
without giuing notice as aforeſaid, hee ſhall vndergoe 
the ſame puniſhments with the partie challenging, and 
We wilthen diſpoſe ofthe Charges,Oflices,and Penſi- 
ons of cither partic as ſhall ſeeme veſtvnto Vs. 
| TXIV 

If contrarie to the prohibitions expreſſed in this our 
prefent Proclamation, it falleth our, that any fig\t,and 
killanother, he that ſhall have killed, ſhall vadergoethe 
paine of death , declared: by all our Ordinances. And 
till ſuch timeas he be apprehended, he ſhall be depriued 
of thoſe Charges,Dignities,and Penſtons,which are 1n 
his poſſeſſion. Moreouer, the halte of the reucnue of 
all his goods ſhall for ten yeeres ſpace bee imploied to 
ſuch ends and purpoſes as VVe ſhall ordaine hcereafter, 
without any ſatisfaftion notwithſtanding to the heires 
of the partie thatis ſſaine, becauſe he di{obeied this our 
* preſent Edict, And if both the parties dic ia the ſaid 
- combar, their bodies ſhall bedepriued of buriall, and 
' the thirds of their goods in fee ſimp)e bee emploied 
to that ſame. cnd as thall bee ſaid, Andifthey haue no 


- goods, their chi:dren ſhall bee declared ignob'es, and. 


taxable 
& 


,» 


with any man, as likewiſe from obtaining any ſatisfai- | 


wr 


9 
taxable for ten yeers, And in caſe they were before taxa- 
ble,ſhalbe proclaimed to be vnworthy of cuer being no- 
ble, or holding any Charge, D:gnity, or Office Royall. 
X V > 


Such as ſhall haue aſſiſted the faid Combatrants , if 


once they haue had weapons in hand,ſhall loſe both life 
and goods,according to our former Edits, And if they 
haue beene but on!y lcokers on, yet went thither to thar 
end and purpoſe, chey ſhall bee degraded from armes, 
and for cucr be cepriued of rhoſe Charges, Dignities, 8& 
Penſions, which they enioy. And ifir hapned by chance 
that they were thzre,and neuertheleſle did notindeuour 
to part the ſaid Coinbatrants, and to hinder them from 


the deed, they (hall !:e ſuſpended from the performance 


and poſleſſion of the ſaid Charges, Offices, & Penſions 
for (1x yeeres, and ſhall not atcer the ſaid terme of time: 


bereſtgred vnto them, till ſuch timeas they haue asked 


pardon of Vs, and-procured new decreesand orders 
trom V's. 
XVI 


Thoſe that of themſclues ſhall fight in ſingle combat, 
ſhall incurre the paine of death; or perperuall impriſon- 
ment, with. the loſſe of halte their goods : and till ſuch 
time as they be apprehended ,: ſhall bee degraded from 
their Gentrie,and depriued,during their lite, of all their 
goods, — 


- 


> 8 5 
If the offenſes be commirted in places of reſpe&, be» 


| {ides the paines and penalties heere aboue mentioned, = 


from which VVe proteſt neuerto exempt any man;ſuch 
as (hall commit them, ſhall bee ſubie& ro the ſharpeit 
and ſeuereſt puniſhment contained in the Jawes and or- 
dinances, as well ancient as moderne,ot our kingdome. 
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All Lawes, how g20d and holy ſoeuer,are neuerthe. 
lefle deiectiue, and more hurtfull often times then'pro. 
ficable rothe Common-wealth,as likewiſe not very ho. 
nourable to the Law-maker, vnleſle they bee oblerued 
& executed in cuery pointas they ought to be. Hence is 
itthat Weexpreſly inioine & command our ſaid coins 
the Conſtable & Marſhals of Franceto whom the know- 
ledge and'deciſion of theſe contentions, quarrels, and 
cifferencesthat concerne the honor & reputation of our 
{aid Subiects, appertaine, that they diligently ſee to the 
obſeruation of our preſent E-i&t, withour viing any mo. 
deration, or ſuffring it in any ſort to be counterchecked 
by any fauour or conniuence:Notwithſtanding all Let- 
ters Priuate and patent, and all other Commandstnat 
may be receiued trom V's, which Wee forbid them-to 
reſpect, as they deſire to be pleaſing and obedicgg heer- 
it 1--1.XI4X Fo | 

Wegiue the like Commandement to all other Offi- 
cers of our Crowne, cuen in regard of thoſe thatare vn. 
der their charge; and to the Gouernours or Lieutenants 


; Generall of our ſaid Prouinces,for our Stbietts that in- 


habit in them, who ſhall repaire vato them, as is per- 
mitted and ordained them by this our preſent Procla- 
mation : Reſeruing to our ſelues the liberty of adding 


heereunto by way of augmenting anden/arging the pe- 


nalties, that which time, the practiſe and experience of 
{ch orders as initare expreſſed, ſhall reach Vs to bec 
neceſlatic, That We maycauſe the libertie and confu- 
ſion aboucſaid of theſe duels and fingle combars,vtterly 
to ceaſe in this our kingdome, as things tooraſhly vi- 
dettaken, and witi) prelumption on our authoritic ; and 


by 


II | 
by this meanes free our ſaid Subiects from the incuita- 
ble perils of their ſoules, as of their bodies and goods, 
iato which they runne headlong continually by ſuch 
meanes: VVhich We haue declared, and by theſe Pre- 


ſents doe declare, to be altogether infamous & ſhame- 


fal!, as repugnant to true honour, as thoſe, to which a 
paſſage by theſe Preſents is made them, ſhall from 
hencetoorth be both henorableand profitable to chem. 
.L X X 

Aridto the intent it may pleaſe God to bleſſe. our 
preſent iatention,gand to direct and proſper it to hisglo- 
ry, and the ſafety of ourſaid Subies,We haue vowed, 
allotted, andappoinred all ſuch mony as ſhall ariſe from 


the pecuniary penalties, ſeiſures, perception, and en- 
ioyingof the profits and reuenewes of ſuch as ſhall in- 


trioge this our ſaid Edi&, ro be imploied as well forthe 
nouriſhing of the poore, and for the ereCting of an Hoſ- 
. picall Royall, which Wee haue determined to build ex- 
preſly to this end and purpoſe, as alſo for the repairing 
of decaied Churches in this our kingdome, not ſuffring 
the ſaid ſurmmes of mony to be diuerted from theſe vies 
vpon paine of grieuous puniſhment. 
In the meane time VVe will and command, that the 
ſaid ſummes of money bee receiued by the Receiuer of 


Gods Hoſpitall in our good City of Pars, who ſhall di- 


ligently keepe it tillſuch time as We ſhall otherwiſe di- 
pole of it. Wee alfo give commandemear to all our 


 truſtie friends, the [u&ges of our Courts of Parlament, 


Shiriffes, B:i!1ffes, and other our Iuſtices and Officers, 
to whom ir appertaineth, Thar they caule the contents 
of theſe Preſents10 be read, nay, ,andenregiltred, 
kept, and cbſerued, andthat themſc]ues keepe and .ob- 
{rue the ſame inwmolably, and without infringement : 

| 2 | : 1a 
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For ſuch is our pleaſure. And to the end it may remaine 
for euer firmeand ſtable, Wee haue ſigned theſe Pre- 
ſents with our owne hand, and caufed our Seale to bee 
put thereto, without preiudice cither to our own right, 
or thatofother in any thing, | 


Giuen at Fowntarne-Bleav, in Tune, the yeere of grace 
one thouſand ſix hundred andnine 3 and of our raigne 
the twentieth. 


W 


Signed, HENRY. 
Andalittle lower, BRVLLART, 


And onthe fide, VISA. 


? 


 Andſealedwith greene wax, on labels of red and 
greene lilke, 


Read, publiſhed,and regiftred at the requeſt of the 5 
Kings Atturney General, without premaice to any | 
right s,or obligations of pretended Creditors, And or- 
damed that Copies compared with the original ſhall 
be ſent to the Bayli-wickes, and Counties of that Pro- 
uince to be read, publiſhed,and regiftred, Enioynd the 
Subſtitutes of the Kings Atturney Generallto proceed 
in the publiſhing,and to certrfie the Court of their di- 
ligence within the month. AtPA R1 $ in Parlament, 
26 Ine, 1609, 


Signed- Dy -T LLET, 
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E fron requiredthe Kings Acturney Generall, ordained that 
This Maiefties Edit now read, ſhould bee regiſtredin the 
Courr Rolles, that recourſe might be had thereto when need re. 
quired, and to beg publiſhed with ſound of trumpet chorow all 
the {treersand corners of this City, where Proclamations are ac- 
cuſtomed'tobe made,'and ſent with all diligence, at the charges 
- ofthe Noraric; to cuery particular Court, there to bec.likewiſe 
read, publiſhed, and regiſtred;whereofthe Officers ſhall.certifie | 
the Kings Acturney. Iris cnivined, and We enioine, all perſons 
of what ſtare and condition focucr they bee, to obey -it, vpou 
paineasaforeſaid. Made this 11, of July, 1609. ; 


His preſent Proclamation hath beene read ang publiſhed 

the- Court being atſembled , and beſides thorow-all the 
fircets of this Towne of Poitiers, by me Steen Rerier Scrgeant 
Royall, hauing with mee Peter Parean Cricr, and Trumpetter 
ordinarie of this City. Madethis 11, of Iuly, 1609, 


te 


THE COPPpY. 


OF A 


LETTER | 


TENT. | 
FROM GENERALL 


LEISHLEY, 
To the Lord Generall the Earle of 
H: O L LAN D, 


Aud readiu the Houſe of Commons, the 
| 7th. of Iu'ys 1641. h 


Printed inthe yeare, 164TH. 
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